Practical Tips to
Help You
Share the Gospel
5-Day Reading Plan

This 5-Day Reading Plan features
excerpts from The Open Bible.
Each reading is designed to help You
share the Good News of Jesus Christ
with others.
Description goes here
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Day 1: Sharing Our Faith: Why?
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Matthew 28:19

There are at least six compelling reasons for sharing our faith in Christ with those who have not experienced new life in Christ.
a. Because God has commanded us to do so. The final words of Jesus while on earth (Acts 1:8) and also the Bible (Rev. 22:17)
speak concerning this.
b. Because it demonstrates our love for God. Christ said that if we truly loved Him we would keep His commandments (John
14:15).
c. Because all are lost (Rom. 3:10, 23).
d. Because our sharing is God’s chosen method to tell all people. He could have used angels, but He didn’t. Only redeemed
sinners can tell lost sinners about Christ. See Rom. 10:14–17; Acts 8:3.
e. Because God desires to save all people (Acts 4:12; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4).
f. Because someone once shared his faith with us. It may have been a faithful Bible teacher, or a godly pastor, or a praying
parent. In other words, they have the right to expect that we will do for others what they have done for us.

Day 2: Sharing Our Faith: What?
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures,
1 Corinthians
15:3-4
Before discussing just what is to be shared concerning
our faith, let us mention
a few things we are not to do. We are not
commanded to force Christian standards upon the unbelieving world (1 Cor. 5:12). We are not to confuse people by allowing
them to believe that church membership, tithing, or any good works are somehow connected with becoming a Christian (Eph.
2:8–10).
Actually, we have but one thing to share with the unsaved, and that is the gospel of Christ. According to Paul it involves the
death and resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1–4). A plan for sharing your faith might be as follows:
a. God’s Word says all are sinners, condemned to hell (Is. 53:6; Rom. 3:10, 11, 23; 5:8, 12; Rev. 20:15).
b. There is nothing lost persons can do on their own to save themselves (Is. 64:6; Eph. 2:9).
c. Christ was born, crucified, and resurrected to save lost people from their sin (John 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:15).
d. To be saved sinners must believe God’s Word and invite Christ into their hearts by faith (John 5:24; Acts 16:31).

Day 3: Sharing Our Faith: How to Prepare.
For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.
Ezra 7:10
In order to share our faith successfully, we must keep the following rules in mind.
a. First, we must be clean vessels. God reminds Isaiah the prophet of this, “Be clean, you who bear the vessels of the LORD” (Is. 52:11).
David the sinner prays for forgiveness and cleansing. Upon receiving this he states, “Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners
shall be converted to You” (Ps. 51:13). While God does not demand golden or silver vessels, He does require clean ones.
b. We must be able to clearly give out the simple facts of the gospel without getting bogged down with profound theological concepts. Philip
the evangelist demonstrated how to do this when he dealt with a sinner in the desert. “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this
Scripture, preached Jesus to him” (Acts 8:35).
c. We must avoid arguments and stick to the basic issues of man’s sin and Christ’s blood. Often unbelievers will attempt to sidestep the gospel
by asking unrelated questions, such as “Where did Cain get his wife?”
d. We must use the Word of God. Paul’s tremendous success as an evangelist can be linked directly to his constant use of God’s Word. See
Acts 17:2; 18:28; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:14–17.
e. We must depend upon the Spirit of God. See John 3:15; Acts 6:10; 1 Cor. 2:4.

Day 4: Sharing Our Faith: How to Do It.
For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you
know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.
1 Thessalonians 1:5

Sharing our faith is a combination of spontaneous conversation about God and premeditated ideas about the gospel. The following is a set of
practical steps to take in witnessing for Christ:
a. Regularly talk about God. Sprinkle your ordinary conversation with occasional references to God’s activity in your life. It is much easier to
share your faith when your friends know God is an integral part of your affairs.
b. Prepare your testimony. Learn to describe your pre-Christian life, your encounter with Christ, and subsequent changes in your life in fewer
than 5 minutes. If you became a Christian as a child, focus on the impact Christ has had on your adult life.
c. Learn a brief summary of the gospel. If you have never learned a gospel presentation, ask your pastor to help you find one. Perhaps he will
assist you to master it.
When you have opportunity to share Christ with someone, be sensitive to that person’s spiritual readiness. Go as far as you can in the
progression of mentioning the Lord, telling your story of faith, presenting the gospel, and appealing for a commitment of faith in Christ.
Often you will sense that your friend has heard all he or she wants to. When you stop, be sure to mention that you want to talk more about
the Lord another time. Keep the subject open.

Day 5: Sharing Our Faith: When?
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
2 Timothy 4:2
A famous evangelist once ended a revival meeting in Chicago by advising the unbelievers who were present that night to go
home and seriously consider the claims of the gospel, and then return on the following night prepared to make a decision for
Christ. But on that same night, October 8, 1871, the tragic Chicago fire broke out. Before it was finally extinguished, nearly
four miles of buildings were consumed and 250 people had died. The evangelist then vowed never to end a service without
giving an invitation to accept Christ immediately.
The question as to when we should share our faith is directly tied to when a sinner should accept Christ. The Bible is clear that
God’s accepted time is today. See Heb. 3:15; 4:7; 2 Cor. 6:2; Is. 55:6. The reason for this is very simple—sinners have no
assurance whatsoever that they will live to see tomorrow. See Prov. 27:1; Luke 12:19; James 4:13–15.
Thus, we are to witness any time, all the time, in any place and in all places. The apostle Paul shows us how this should be
done. He witnesses everywhere, in a prison at midnight (Acts 16:25–31), and even on a sinking ship during a dark and stormy
day (Acts 27:20–25).
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